
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 May, 2022

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – George Peto (Chair), Andrew Shone, Ruth Appleby, Mark Goddard, Joanne Nichols & 
Gemma Cook
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers, J. Hartshorne, Moira & Gordon Ledger, Denise Corkin, Elaine Ryder 
and two further Parishioners
1. Apologies for absence – There were no apologies.
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared. 
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated, were 

accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend.
5. Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters:  Nothing was raised.
5. Matters arising
a) item 6a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The Clerk highlighted 
that the survey report was available for people to complete and would encourage everyone to take time to 
do so. 
b) item 6b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk advised he had heard nothing more since the April 
meeting but would continue to chase NCC for progress and timescales for implementation of the first 
phase of the work previously detailed.
c) item 6c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk provided an update of ongoing matters.
d) item 6d:   Solar light near Redewater View houses  :   The Clerk confirmed that the light had been installed 
and was working. It was agreed to investigate further as to whether it was being triggered by passing 
traffic and if so arrangements would be made to adjust the sensor.
e) item 6e: Local Otterburn directory map: The Clerk advised the local artist had been off work with covid 
and as such there was nothing to update this month. 
f) item 6f: Signage and lighting for the defibrillator at the Memorial Hall: Cllr Goddard advised one sign had
been installed and there was discussion where the remaining two should be installed. Cllr Goddard also 
advised the defibrillator light at the Memorial Hall had been repaired however the Hall’s security light 
required replacing.
g) item 6h: Queen’s Jubilee celebrations and possible funding: Cllrs Nichols and Cook provided an update 
on events organised for the Bank Holiday weekend. This included ‘pictures through the decades’ 
presented in the church from Friday 3 June. On Saturday there would be a family fun day from 11.00 – 
3.00 at the RTC. People were encouraged to take their own picnics. On Sunday there would be an 
afternoon tea at the Memorial Hall. It was agreed the timing of this would follow the Church service that 
begins at 2.00. The Sunday event would be available to only Otterburn residents and tickets would be 
required. All events over the weekend were free to attend. The ‘project’ team were seeking volunteers to 
help with arrangements.
h) item 6i: ‘Christmas tree’ in Millennium Green: The Clerk reported that the Korean Fir tree should be 
delivered sometime the week commencing 23 May and assistance would be required to plant it in the 
Millennium Green.
i) item 6j: Plans for developing the Millennium Green: The Clerk confirmed that the £2,000 grant had been 
successful with Revitalising Redesdale. The recycled plastic picnic benches had been ordered and were 
due to be delivered on 9 June. There was discussion over the proposed ‘bug hotel’ as well as the options 
for installing the permanent electric supply. The Councillors agreed it would be good to involve the pupils 
at the school with the design of the bug hotel and the Chair agreed to make contact.
j) item 6m:   Cycle fixing station:   Cllr Shone advised that the most likely cost for the bike station would be 
approx £1,200 although he advised he would investigate as what he believed to be the best value and 
robust option. It was agreed that with NCC permission the area near the public toilets would be the best 
location for the station. It was also agreed that the work would only go forward if funding could be secured 
first.
k) item 6n: Hanging baskets in Otterburn: Cllr Cook provided an update on this matter. Two members of 
the Memorial Hall committee had agreed to create two hanging baskets for the hall and Mr Hartshorne 
agreed to water them when in place. There was discuss on the merits of having a basket at the bus shelter
as well but concern over possible damage to it. The Chair highlighted activites with the four flower boxes 
located across the village and volunteers helping with these. 
l) item 9c:   Traffic calming road stripes at Otterburn School:   The Clerk advised that the meeting with NCC 
on this topic was due to take place on 5 May.
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6. Finance
a) Finance update: The Clerk advised that the current bank balance was £12,612.45.
b) Clerk’s salary and expenses for April, 2022: The payment of £298.10 plus expenses of £4.00 were 
agreed.
c) Payment of the NALC annual subscription: The payment of £135.81 was agreed.
d) Payment of invoices fro grass cutting: The two invoices from C. Mowatt Landscaping Ltd for £52.00 + 
VAT for grass cutting at Willow Green, Play Area and Millennium Green on 15 and 27 April were agreed.
e) Reimbursement to M. Goddard of cost of ply wood for defibrillator sign: The cost of £11.16 was agreed.
f)  Payment of invoice to J. Hartshorne for maintenance of the Memorial Hall noticeboard:  The payment of
£72.00 was agreed.
g) Payment of invoice to J. Hartshorne for maintenance of public seat:  The payment of £85.00 was 
agreed.
h) Payment of invoice to British Recycling Plastic for two picnic benches for Millennium Green: The 
payment for £1,174.09 + VAT was agreed.

7. Planning
a) There were no planning applications to consider this month. 

8. New Business
a) NCC dog bag dispenser and potential new litter bin: The Clerk reported on response from NCC 
regarding scheme for dog bag dispensers that was now no longer active. There was discussion regarding 
the possibility of having a litter bin located near the Otterburn Hall Estate entrance and the Clerk was 
asked to investigate options and costs.
b) Pavement parking at junction of Brierley Gardens: It was highlighted that there had been a number of 
people raising concern over the tractor parked on the pavement at the junction to Brierley Gardens. It was 
reported that this was making exiting by vehicles difficult and reduced the space for pedestrians to safely 
pass. It was agreed to monitor the situation before agreeing what action to take.
c) Noise from wedding venues: A number of residents had approached the Parish Council over concern of 
what was considered excessive noise from a wedding venue in the area. Reference was made to Cllr 
Riddle’s previous comments and it was agreed a ‘diary of noise’ should be kept by those highlighting the 
problem as an initial point of action. Pavement parking by guests of Le Petit Château (LPC) was also 
highlighted as well as the noise of some guests as they left the venue in the evening, and it was agreed 
the Clerk would approach James Martin, LPC manager about the matter.

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) Cllr Appleby made the suggestion that perhaps the metal silhouette soldiers located at either end of the 
village on A696 would help to reduce the speed of drivers. It was agreed to investigate the matter more 
closely and determine the cost.
b) Cllr Shone highlighted the activity at the top of Bankfoot and questioned as to whether this had been 
through planning. The Clerk advised he had heard nothing about it and it was agreed he should contact 
NCC planing for an update.
c) Cllr Goddard reported the recent graffiti seen on a river level gauge. He had removed it and asked if 
anyone saw anything to highlight it.
d) Cllr Appleby agreed to represent the Parish Council for the Licensing Service of Revd. Dr Claire Maxim 
at Elsdon on 19 May 

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 7 June, 2022 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. 

Meeting closed at 8.55pm.
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